Study on Chinese Migrant Workers and Their Impact on China’s Security
Farmers now comprise more than half of China’s population, facing severe economic challenges arising from their living conditions and the dynamic changes occurring between the urban and rural areas. Lured by economic opportunities in the urban areas, the farmers seek better salaries and living conditions in the larger cities.  Though these migrant workers move to the metropolitan areas, their families—as well as identification documentation (“hukou”)—remain in their countryside domicile.
The migrant worker population has risen to more than 147 million. Though their contributions to urban construction is in demand, significant social and security issues arise due to their cultural background, professional work inexperience, no welfare “safety net,” and lack of stable housing—thus, causing discrimination by the urban dwellers. These conditions have also caused an increase in the crime rate, usually from the younger segment of migrant workers with no prior criminal record.
Recent reports from Shenzhen illustrate this conflict. A group called the “Cutting-Off Hands Gang” engaged in criminal conduct (e.g., robbery) by travelling by motorcycle and committing crimes. When victims fended off the attackers—or when the victims clutched their handbags—the attackers often simply cut-off the victims’ hands. Local media reported that these criminals were very cruel in city, but very kind in their hometown. Their neighbours could never imagine what they have done in city.
This rise in criminality among the migrant workers threatens community security more and more seriously. Recent criminal statistics suggest migrant workers commit a major portion of total crime in urban areas—chiefly, property and violent crimes. Further, when the migrant workers return to their rural hometowns, they face difficulties re-adapting to their original lifestyle, thus causing additional security issues in their home communities. These dynamics create an urgent need to perform research on the role of migrant workers and their impact on society’s security. 

This research will address the following questions:
· What changes do migrant workers face when they move to urban areas? Why do they face such changes? 
· What motivates migrant workers—most without any prior criminal record—to engage in criminal activities?
· How do urban dwellers perceive migrant workers, and how are they treated?

· What types of criminal activity are common among migrant workers, and what impact do these unlawful activities have upon urban residents?

· What issues do migrant workers confront when they return to their rural communities, and what impact do migrant workers have upon rural security?

· How can regulatory and administrative bodies deal with migrant workers?

· How can communities defend themselves against acts committed by migrant workers?

· How can migrant workers be discouraged from joining organized crime groups?

To achieve reliable estimates, this research will use primary source materials, focusing on two investigative methods: 1) a survey of migrant workers and urban citizens. We will design reasonable questionnaires and distribute to some migrant workers and urban citizens in typical communities in Beijing. 2) interviews with migrant workers in the urban areas. This research will do about 100 face to face interviews in Beijing, 25 focus groups(with 4 participants each). We will work closely with local communities to produce a thorough set of findings. The data will be analyzed and evaluated pursuant to a proposal to solve these problems, which will be significant to the greater social stability and security issues that are growing more serious in China.
The research will have a 10-month duration and a final report will be presented in March 2011.  
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