ALEXANDRA ABELLO COLAK
	Address:                                 

University of Bradford

Department of Peace Studies 
Richmond Road

Bradford, West Yorkshire, 

BD7 1DP 

United Kingdom 

Tel  +44 (0)1274 236856/4183 

Fax: +44 (0)1274 235240
e-mail: a.abellocolak@bradford.ac.uk

	                                  Nationality: Colombian


	
	


ACADEMIC BACKGROUND
2008- present
PhD Candidate, University of Bradford. United Kingdom
Department of Peace Studies

2003 - 2004 
MA in Conflict Resolution, University of Bradford. United Kingdom
Department of Peace Studies





1998 - 2002

BA International Relations, Universidad del Rosario. Colombia 

Faculty of International Relations 




PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2007- present: University of Bradford. Department of Peace Studies. United Kingdom
(Research Assistant to Director of the International Centre for Participation Studies (ICPS): Perform research on Community Policing, security building in poor communities and on new frameworks for peace oriented security. 
*Administrator of the ICPS: Administrative and logistical support to research projects undertaken by the ICPS team.  Organization and planning of dissemination and other academic activities. Financial management of the Centre’s externally and internally funded projects. 

2005 – 2006: Universidad del Rosario. Colombia
(Lecturer : Conduct a lecture on conflict analysis and resolution for BA students of Political Science and International Relations. Introduce students to underlying concepts, principles and debates on peace-building and post-conflict reconstruction. Organize and conduct pedagogic exercises to improve negotiation and mediation skills among young students, as well as awareness of the effects of the use of violence as a way to deal with conflicts. 
(Research Assistant: Perform research on violent conflict dynamics and peace-building. Support research projects in two areas: the patterns and effects of demobilization processes in Colombia, and nonviolence principles and strategies. 

January – June 2003: Universidad del Rosario. Colombia 

(Viability Project Consultant : Support in the preparation of a general assessment report regarding the viability and the possible strategies to create community colleges in Colombia. Analyzing and evaluating the access of vulnerable populations to education in Bogotá. 
PUBLICATIONS
Articles in Academic Journals 

'Security from Below' in Contexts of Chronic Violence with Prof. Jenny Pearce. In: Transforming Security and Development in an Unequal World  Luckham, R., Bagayoko N., Dammert L., Fuentes, C. and Solis, M. (Eds) IDS Bulletin 2009 Vol. 40 Issue 2, p 11-19

The Construction of a State Peace Policy and the Process of Conflict Resolution. Desafíos No. 13. Segundo Semestre 2005. Centro de Estudios Políticos e Internacionales CEPI - Universidad del Rosario. Bogotá.
Chapters in Books

Aproximaciones a Procesos Comprehensivos de Reconciliación en Contextos Posconflicto In: Cante, F. and Ortiz, L. (Eds) Umbrales de Reconciliación, Perspectivas de Acción Política Noviolenta. Universidad del Rosario. Centre of Political and International Studies- CEPI, Faculty of Political Science and Government and International Relations. October, 2006. Bogotá.  

Working Papers

Building Security in Contexts of Complex Urban Violence: Lessons from Medellin/Bradford Community Police Exchange with Prof. Jenny Pearce. ICPS No.9, University of Bradford 2008.  
Articles in Newspapers 

“Vientos de Guerra Soplan desde Washington”. El Nuevo Siglo. Edición 23.629. ISSN 0122-2349, Bogotá, Semana del 18 al 24 de Febrero de 2006. p. 3B. 

“Lecciones Rescatadas de los Escombros”. El Nuevo Siglo. ISSN 0122-2349, Bogotá, Semana del 16 al 22 de Julio de 2005. p. 5B.

AWARDS

MA with Merit in Conflict Resolution

University of Bradford, December 2004

COLEGIAL Universidad Del Rosario

Elected as member of a selected governmental body of fifteen distinguished students that elect the President of the University of Rosario and other distinguished authorities.  This is the highest distinction for any student and a tradition established in 1653. 

High Distinction (BA) International Relations

University of Rosario. December 2002
Best Dissertation Award 

Title of dissertation: The Geostrategic Importance of the Caucasian Region (December 2002)

Universidad del Rosario

LANGUAGES
Spanish native speaker. Fluency in written and spoken English. Learning Turkish.







